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NHS Scholarship 2020–21
Adviser Application Guide
Eligible NHS members must create a student account at www.nhs.us/studentaccount in order to
apply for the NHS Scholarship. NHS membership is verified by the NHS adviser on record for a
local chapter. Advisers will receive a daily email at 10 p.m. (ET) containing a list of newly created
student accounts for their chapters, and will be instructed to verify the student’s membership. NHS
members who have been verified will be able to use their online account credentials to access the
scholarship application. The link to access the scholarship application will be posted during the
application period (October 1–December 1) at www.nhs.us/scholarship.

Eligibility for the NHS Scholarship
Applicant must be:
• A high school senior
• An active NHS member in good standing
• Currently enrolled at a school with an affiliated NHS chapter
• Graduating in spring of 2021
• Planning to enroll at a postsecondary college or university in fall 2021

Adviser Certification
Each applicant will be prompted to enter their NHS adviser’s name and email in order to request
certification. As an NHS adviser, you will receive an automated certification request email for
each applicant. In addition to this certification, applicants must also secure a recommendation
from another faculty member, community member, etc. The recommendation is NOT submitted
by the NHS adviser. The application is not complete unless both the recommendation and adviser
certification have been received by 5:00 p.m. (ET) on Tuesday, December 1.
To complete your certification, you must complete four sections:
Section 1: Is the applicant a member in good standing of your chapter? If the answer is yes, the
member’s completed application will be accepted for evaluation. If the answer is no, the member is
not eligible to apply for this scholarship. Please click submit and advise the student that they are not
eligible to submit an NHS Scholarship application.

Section 2: Please rate the applicant’s commitment to and demonstration of character. This may
include your professional observations of the applicant’s interactions with their peers and faculty
and their conduct in fulfilling membership obligations.
Section 3: Rate the applicant’s concern for and personal commitment to the school community.
Section 4: Share two to three examples of how this applicant has demonstrated their commitment
to the pillars of NHS—scholarship, service, leadership, and character.
Once you have completed this certification, click “submit.” The applicant will be able to see that the
certification is complete but will not see the contents.

Tips and Troubleshooting
1. Do not complete a certification for underclassmen. Current sophomores and juniors will be
eligible to apply during their senior year.
2. NHS advisers only need to submit an adviser certification, not a recommendation. Applicants
should choose another nonrelative adult to submit the required recommendation.
3. If you are the parent or relative of an applicant, you can have a co-adviser, principal, or
counselor complete the certification in your place. Ensure the student enters that individual’s
contact information in the Adviser Certification Request section of their application.
4. The deadline for all application components—student application, adviser certification, and
recommendation is 5:00 p.m. (ET) on Tuesday, December 1. Please be sure your applicants
are mindful of this deadline. It is recommended that they set their own personal deadline for
completion ahead of this deadline in case unforeseen emergencies arise.
What is the difference between verification and certification?
Verification of a student account involves the adviser on record verifying that the student is an
active member of National Honor Society at the school/local chapter. Any member of your chapter
can create an NHS student account. However, only your seniors in good standing may submit a
scholarship application.
Certification requires confirmation of the member’s status as a senior in good standing and asks
more detailed questions about the applicant’s commitment to the pillars of NHS.

Supporting Your NHS Members During the Application Process
The deadline for the student application, adviser certification, and recommendation is 5:00 p.m. (ET)
on Tuesday, December 1. Please support your members by reminding them of their deadline and by
completing your certifications for individual applicants.
Should you have any questions about this process, please email scholarship@nhs.us. In your email,
include the name of the applicant and the high school at which they are presently enrolled.

