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UNICEF and the Plastic Bricks 
Program in Côte d’Ivoire
Explorative Discussion Guide #1 

          Introduction          
In celebration of the National 
Honor Society’s (NHS) 
centennial in 2021, NHS and 
UNICEF USA have partnered 
to empower chapters to raise 
money to build 10 sustainable 
classrooms in Côte d’Ivoire 
using recycled plastic 
bricks—one classroom to 
honor every decade of NHS. 

This activity introduces NHS 
students and advisers to the 
United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), an 
organization working to 
protect children’s rights and 
providing the support they 
need to survive and thrive. 
Using the resource links, NHS 
students will explore the Plastic Bricks Program in Côte 
d’Ivoire and discover how women are changing the way 
plastic is used to provide sustainable classrooms to 
children and teachers. 

Resources              
Share the following links with students: 

●   One Pager: UNICEF: For Every Child    
●   Article: The Côte d’Ivoire project: Turning Plastic  
     Waste Into Materials for Building Classrooms  
●   Video: Building Schools with Plastic Bricks  
●   Geographical Info: Côte d’Ivoire: A country   
     located on the Coast of Western Africa

          Instructions      
Have students read through the resources on    
their own – 15 minutes      
(optional: preassign the resources 1-2 days in    
advance and have the students come in prepared   
to discuss).        
    ● Share the Fact Finding questions with    
        students – have them keep an eye out for    
        answers as they read the resources    
       
As a group, quickly review the Fact Finding  
questions, then use the Discussion Questions to  
guide a conversation as students reflect on what  
they’ve  learned – 30 minutes      

A child visiting the 
construction of school 

made out of plastic bricks 
in Côte d’Ivoire.

https://www.unicefusa.org/sites/default/files/UNICEF%20Overview.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/cotedivoire/en/future-every-child-beating-plastic-pollution
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wT_k9rCEiOI&feature=emb_logo
https://www.britannica.com/place/Cote-dIvoire
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Fact Finding 
Students will refer to information in the resource links to 
find answers to the following: 

● UNICEF’s core mission is to respond to humanitarian
crises. To how many does it respond to each year?

● Armed conflicts are occurring throughout the world.
What is the percentage of children today who live in
countries and areas affected by those conflicts?

● Only 5% of the daily plastic waste in Abidjan is
recycled. How much plastic waste is produced each
day?

● How many children in Côte d’Ivoire are out of school?
What are some reasons that they do not attend?

● Plastic waste in Côte d’Ivoire will be recycled and
turned into bricks, which will be used to build new
classrooms. In addition to the classrooms, what
other positive impacts will the plastic bricks program
have?

Let’s Review 
1. UNICEF responds to around 300 humanitarian

crises every year around the globe. At a time when
1 out of every 4 children in the world live in a
country or area affected by armed conflicts, UNICEF
and partners work tirelessly to protect those in
greatest need.

2. An astonishing 288 tons of plastic waste is
produced every day in Abidjan and only 5 percent of
it is recycled.

3. As many as 1.6 million children do not go to school
in Côte d’Ivoire, and one of the challenges is the
insufficient number of classrooms.

4. The waste used to make the plastic bricks will
exclusively come from Côte d’Ivoire, as the
program also aims to improve living conditions for
the local women and families who collect plastic.

Discussion Starter Questions 
Use the following to help stimulate a conversation. 

1. Why do we need an agency like UNICEF that
focuses on children’s rights?

2. Why is it important to include climate change in
conversations surrounding children’s rights?

3. Why is it important for a child to receive an
education?

4. What problems or challenges do you think would
exist in a normal size classroom of 90 children and 1
teacher?

5. What is your reaction to learning about daily life for
many children living in Côte d’Ivoire? What
specifically influenced your reaction?
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Children at the playground 
of their school made out of 
recycled plastic bricks, in 
Côte d’Ivoire.


